April 2020

SAT/ACT Exams
SAT Test Dates:

May 2, 2020 CANCELED

June 6, 2020
ON SCHEDULE

New dates will be posted
once COVID-19 passes.
Register online at
www.collegeboard.org

ACT Test Dates:
June 13,2020
July 18,2020

Register online at
www.actstudent.org

ACT PREP CLASS

St. David’s School offers a
high-quality ACT prep
course through Raleigh

Tutoring.

July 8 - July 10
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Register online at:
www.stdavidsraleigh.org/
campus-life/camps
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An Update from the College Counseling Office

A COVID-19 Update from College Counseling

We find ourselves in interesting times internationally. The beauty of our St. David’s
community is that we can rest secure in God’s sovereignty and truth. We can remain
hopeful in the midst of trying times.

The College Counseling department prays for our community regulatly and is available to
answer your concerns via email or Microsoft Teams. Presently, most college campuses are
temporarily closed to visitors and some standardized test dates are being rescheduled. We
are keeping apprised of these issues daily and will report to the community via email and
the school news feed when we receive new information. With the need to continue
distance learning through mid-May, we will not be able to administer the ACT at school.
Registration fees will be refunded. Also, College Board has announced that AP testing will
take place online at home, at the time and date of the student’s discretion. Exams will be
shortened to 45 minutes and not all topics will be covered. More information is expected
from College Board on April 3.

We are available to chat with seniors via Teams should you want to talk through your
college options and the pros and cons of each opportunity. Many colleges are offering
virtual admitted student days. Please take advantage of these resources.

Stay tuned to email and the parent portal for additional information regarding these matters
and more. Until then, should you have individual concerns, we are only an email away.
Take care and stay healthy!

Truth About College Admissions
by Valerie Strauss, The Washington Post, The Answer Sheet
Blog September 26,2019

A few weeks ago, I published a post about how “unconscionably unjust” the college
admissions process was, a fact long known but underscored this year when federal prosecutors
announced indictments of dozens of people — including parents and college coaches — in a
widespread admissions fraud scheme.

This week, a California businessman who paid $250,000 to help his son get into the University
of Southern California as a fake water polo recruit was sentenced to four months in prison.
And last week, actress Felicity Huffman was sentenced to two weeks in jail for participating in
admissions testing fraud. Many more sentences are to come.

Brennan Barnard, one of the authors of the piece about unfair admissions, is back with some
truths about the process — all collected from college admissions deans themselves. Barnard is
the college admission program manager at the Making Caring Common continued on page 2
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Truth About College Admissions, continued from page |

project at the Harvard Graduate School of Education and director of college counseling at the private Derryfield School
in New Hampshire.

He is also the co-author, with Rick Clark, of the new book “The Truth about College Admission: A Family Guide to
Getting In and Staying Together,” written as a resource for families who, Barnard said, wish to approach the admissions
experience in a thoughtful and balanced way guided by unity and purpose, not games and status. Clark is the director of
undergraduate admissions at the Georgia Institute of Technology.

Here’s what admissions deans told Barnard. While some of the advice may not be new to those who have already been
through the admissions process, millions of families haven’t, and it’s important to go in knowing what’s true.

The college admissions process is ‘unconscionably unjust.”’ Here’s one way to help change that.
By Brennan Barnard

Over the past year, college admission has been riddled with mistrust. We have watched as families fixate on commercial
college rankings — as if they were reliable indicators of quality — while erroneously tying admission selectivity to
success in college and life. Some parents have tried to buy their children’s way into college, and others have

even forfeited guardianship of their offspring to cheat the financial aid system.

But the truth is, there is no silver bullet to a college acceptance, no one secret to being admitted to a highly selective
college, no guarantee. Anyone who tells you differently is likely looking to profit from your anxiety.

While the media has recently focused on reporting the extreme and unhealthy examples of parents trying to get their
children into top colleges, that’s not what most families try to do.

In our new book, The Truth abount College Admission: A Family Guide to Getting In and Staying Together, my co-author, Rick
Clark of Georgia Tech, talked with high school counselors and college admission leaders throughout the country about
the more common and encouraging aspects of this experience, and the myriad opportunities that exist.

Here are some truths about college admission, as offered by college admission deans:

“College admission is NOT about finding the one ‘right’ college for you, but discovering the many — across
multiple levels of selectivity — that will welcome you and challenge you to grow as a student and a person.”
— Bill Conley, vice president for enrollment management, Bucknell University

“Even directors of admission get rejected. As a high school senior, I was denied admission to my first choice
college. Now, I am the director of admission at the university I attended. Point being: Things have a way of
working themselves out. Just like the John Lennon quote, ‘Everything will be all right in the end; If it’s not all
right, it’s not the end,” you are going to have ups and downs and might have to deal with some stinging
rejections. These are rejections of your application, not of you as a person. But these things happen with a
purpose. There’s more than one ‘perfect school” for you, and even if it doesn’t seem apparent at this very
moment, eventually, things will be all right.” — Jeff Schiffman, director of admission, Tulane University

“Families hold significantly more power in their college search and student’s success than they typically imagine
possible.” — Candace Boeninger, associate vice provost for strategic enrollment management and
director of undergraduate admissions, Ohio University

“No one is entitled to enroll at the selective institution of their choice. Your hard work and ability increase your
college options but not your ability to choose exactly where you will go. It is a process where you can do
absolutely everything right and not get what you want. For some students (and parents), it’s the first time that
happens.” — Mike Sexton, vice president for enrollment management, Santa Clara University

“Every institution has different resources and priorities, so every process will be different. Trying to boil it down
to a one-size-fits-all will you leave you frustrated, and probably looking like a generic applicant.” — Santiago
Ybarra, director of admission, Pitzer College

“We enjoy ADMITTING students. I am not a Dean of Denial and there is no Denial Committee. I am a Dean of
Admission and lead an ADMISSION Committee. We look for reasons to admit students, as opposed to
reasons to deny them.” — Kent Rinehart, dean of admission, Marist College continued on page 3
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Truth About College Admission, continued from page 2

“Students do want to find great places that will help them be successful in the next
phase of their educational journeys. Colleges do want to find students who will
thrive on their campuses. We all get a bit blinded by side issues of selectivity,
perceived prestige and fine distinctions of quality.” — Matt Malatesta, vice
president for admissions, financial aid and enrollment, Union College

“Selectivity has nothing to do with the quality of education.” — Heidi Simon, senior
associate director of admission, University of Kansas

“We need to tell students: That their social and emotional well-being in a postsecondary
education environment is as important as being ready for the rigors of the
educational or classroom challenges. That they are not defined by an acceptance
letter, T-shirt or bumper sticker. That wherever they go, they will be successful and
happy and they will be supported.” — Jody Glassman, director of university
admissions, Florida International University

“The vast majority of colleges admit more than half of their applicant pools. Their
graduates go on to live happy, successtul and fulfilling lives — even when they
don’t attend the handful of highly selective colleges frequently cited in the media.”
— Mary Wagner, assistant vice president for enrollment management,
executive director of admission, University of South Carolina

“Much of the admission decision rests on factors beyond the student’s control by the
time the application is submitted.” — Heath Einstein, dean of admission,
Texas Christian University

“The various rankings will do more harm — making you overlook a great school —
than any good you might expect after a well-researched college search process.” —
Andy Borst, director of admissions, University of Illinois at Utbana-
Champaign

“College admission offices strive to support and serve a diverse and talented array of
prospective students while fulfilling institutional expectations and strategic
priorities. It is in the hope of serving both student and institution that admission
offices navigate the complexities, challenges and incongruent priorities of these two
extremely important but often disparate masters. Finding mutually successful
outcomes both has become the all-consuming, challenging and increasingly difficult
work of admission professionals today.” — Mike Steidel, dean of admission,
Carnegie Mellon University

“ ‘Fit’ works both ways — students and colleges should both be true to their identities
and goals when making decisions about whom they should admit (colleges) and
where they should enroll (students).” — Brian Troyer, dean of admissions,
Marquette University

“Most public colleges and universities have a greater responsibility to in-state students
because of the state funding that is received. Therefore, we charge a tuition
premium for an out-of-state resident.” — Clark Brigger, assistant vice president
for undergraduate education and executive director for undergraduate
admissions, Pennsylvania State University

“You can only attend one institution, and applying to more than 20 means a lot of extra
work on the back end, for the student/family, trying to determine the best fit. We
understand that many students are in search of the best deal (gift aid) from a
university, but you can also use our net-price calculators to continued on page 4

News to
Come
April 3

AP Exam Update

Please check your
email for details.

April 15
College Essay Tips for

Juniors

Juniors, please check
your email on this
date.

April 29
Virtual College Bound

Fair for Seniors

Seniors, please check
your email and portals
on this date.

May 5

College Counseling
Meeting for
Freshmen

Freshman, please
check your email on
this date.

Late May
(Permitting)

Cup of College for
Senior Parents

Final Senior College
Counseling Meeting

Junior College
Counseling Meeting

Details TBA




Truth About College Admission, continued from page 3

obtain an idea of how much you might be eligible to receive.” — John Ambrose, interim executive
director of admissions, Michigan State University

“There are three key steps — students decide where to apply; colleges make admission offers; and students
have control again in the end when they decide where to enroll. And when one considers that students
have significant ownership of their curriculum and the grades they earn, they actually have great influence
on all three stages of the admission process.” — Todd Rinehart, vice chancellor for enrollment,
University of Denver

“Families should be more focused on the rooms they walk into every day, i.e. their kitchens, living rooms,
classrooms, than admission committee rooms they’ll never enter. Admission decisions are not fair. They
are neither a value judgment, an assessment of parenting acumen, or a prediction of future success.” —

Rick Clark, director of undergraduate admission, Georgia Institute of Technology

College Decisions

Andrew Alcock University of Tennessee Lizzie Montague NC State University

Emily Alcock Loyola University Maryland ~ Madeleine Morris ~ Auburn University

Ella Alford Virginia Tech Madison Nobrega Hampton University
Thomas Bartholomew NC State University McKenzie Nobrega  University of Central Florida
Ashley Baucom Appalachian State University Bryan Pennington =~ NC State University

Daniel Baucom NC State University Gracie Powell Auburn University

Anna Grace Call NC State University Nicholas Priester Elon University

Hunter Camp NC State University Lindsey Rittenmeyer NC State University

Jessica Du Vanderbilt University Buzzy Russell NC State University

Clay Duckworth Auburn University Colby Sanders University of Tennessee
Grace Haile UNC Chapel Hill Bryce Seemann Colorado State University
Garret Hitmar NC State University Bella Smith James Madison University
Andrew Hoffman UNC Chapel Hill James Talton Clemson University

Lily Grace Kelly Meredith College Winston Tuttle Appalachian State University
Sasha Korniychuk Fashion Institute of Tech. James Weaver Appalachian State University
Christy Korniychuk ~ New York University Cole Whitford UNC Chapel Hill

Olivia Leshnock UNC Chapel Hill David Wiley NC State University

Chad Lilly Southern Methodist University Kennedy WordsworthNC State University
Susanna Martin University of Virginia Catherine Yancey = University of Tennessee

John Monaco Parsons—The New School David Yopp University of Tennessee

Danna Markoff dmarkoff@sdsw.org
ST. DAVID'S SCHOOL Director of College Counseling
FAITH + VIRTUE » KNOWLEDGE  Jamie Martin jmartin@sdsw.org
Assistant Director of College Counseling
3400 White Oak Road Helen Keegan hkeegan@sdsw.org
Raleigh, NC 27609 Academic Counselor
Phone: 919-782-3331 Emily Roten eroten@sdsw.org

Fax: 919-232-5053
www.stdavidsraleigh.org
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Testing Coordinator




